
O ctober  22, 1999

M r .  Jor ge Ocaña, 
Com m ission for  Envir onm ent al Cooper at ion, 
393 St - Jacques Ouest ,  Bur eau 200, 
M ont r éal,  Québec,  H2Y 1N9 Canada. 

Dear  Mr .  Ocana: 

Re:   Phase II  - Nor t h Am er ican Regional Act ion Plan on Mer cur y

Honeywell is the wor ld’s lar gest  manuf act ur er  of  ther m ost at s of  all kinds including
m er cur y- switch ther m ost at s.   We applaud the wor k of  the Com m ission for 
Envir onm ent al Cooper at ion on the Nor t h Am er ican Regional Action Plan on Mer cur y. 

Honeywell has been a leader  in advocat ing and modeling manufact ur er  responsibilit y
f or  pr oduct s that  cont ain mer cur y.   We init iat ed the fir st  mer cur y- swit ch ther m ost at
t ake- back pr ogr am  on a pilot  basis in Minnesot a.   Now,  thr ough the Ther m ost at 
Recycling Cor por at ion,  this pr ogr am  has been expanded to ten st at es in the U. S. 
( ND,  SD,  MN, IA,  WI ,  IL,  IN,  MI ,  OH and FL) ,  and will shor t ly be expanded to the
nor t heast er n region fr om  Pennsylvania to Maine to Vir ginia.   W e ar e also wor king on
a pilot  pr ogr am  in the Pr ovince of  Ont ar io. 

W e ur ge you to give car ef ul consider at ion to the issue of  subst it ut ing ot her 
t her m ost at s for  mer cur y- swit ch ther m ost at s.   Mer cur y- swit ch ther m ost at s ar e highly
accur at e and much mor e pr ecise than their  mechanical count er par t s.   T his pr ecision
plays an im por t ant  role in ener gy conser vat ion.  The lar gest  ant hr opogenic sour ce of 
m er cur y in the envir onm ent  is the bur ning of  coal to pr oduce ener gy.   M er cur y- swit ch
t her m ost at s ar e per f ect ly saf e in place.  Because they ar e easily recycled,  the
m er cur y need never  ent er  the wast e st r eam  or  the envir onm ent.   To replace them 
wit h less accur at e alt er nat ives could act ually be count er pr oduct ive to the ef f or t  to
keep mer cur y out  of  the envir onm ent .

Elect r onic ther m ost at s,  however ,  can be as accur at e or  m or e accur at e than mer cur y- 
swit ch ther m ost at s.   In fact ,  pr ogr am m able elect r onic ther m ost at s like those
endor sed by the USEPA Ener gy St ar  Pr ogr am  can play a valuable role in ener gy
conser vat ion and save money for  ther m ost at  consum er s.   Alt hough at  one tim e the
cost  of  elect r onic ther m ost at s was quit e high com par ed to mer cur y- swit ch
t her m ost at s, incr eased volum es and com pet it ion have lower ed their  pr ices
subst ant ially.  They st ill cost  mor e than com par able mer cur y- swit ch ther m ost at s,  but 
t he dif f er ence can be made up easily in ener gy savings over  t he lif e of  the device. 

(logo)

Honeywell Inc
Honeywell Plaza Box 524
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55440-0524
Steve Keefe, Director, State Government Affairs
612-951-0060
steve.keefe@corp.Honeywell.com



Page 2 O ctober  22, 1999

W e ar e cer t ain that  you would not  want  to advocat e replacing mer cur y- swit ch
t her m ost at s unless the alt er nat ive was at  least  as benef icial to the envir onm ent . 
T her ef or e,  we ur ge you to recom m end that  cont r act or s and householder s replace
m er cur y- switch ther m ost at s wit h Ener gy St ar  com pliant  pr ogr am m able elect r onic
t her m ost at s.  These ther m ost at s not  only pr ovide a saf er  alter nat ive to mer cur y- 
swit ch ther m ost at s if  they ar e placed in the wast e st r eam ,  but  they also can make a
m ajor  cont r ibut ion to the conser vat ion of  ener gy.   T hat  can help reduce em issions of
a wide var iet y of  envir onm ent al pollut ant s including mer cur y. 

Sincer ely, 

St eve Keef e
( signat ur e) 

Dir ect or ,  Stat e Gover nm ent  Af f air s


