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Increased trade among the US, Canada and Mexico has significantly augmented commercial
traffic flows among the three countries, especially along the border regions.  The concept of North
American transportation corridors—or “NAFTA Superhighways”—has emerged with an eye towards
accommodating the increased levels of tri-national trade.  While the concept is meant to include multi-
modal pathways for transporting goods across North America, the focus so far has mainly been on
upgrading existing highways and constructing new ones.  The prospect of expanded highways and
increased traffic raises significant environmental concerns. To date, however, more attention has been
paid to the logistics of accommodating increased truck traffic than to assessing the environmental
impacts of these new transportation corridors or to exploring environmentally superior multi-modal
alternatives.

The proposed paper will begin with an overview of the NAFTA Corridors issue from an
environmental perspective, noting the major trade-environment linkages and priority issues.  The paper
will also discuss the policy context for multi-modal alternatives to highway development, in the context
of NAFTA implementation.

Building on the CEC’s Analytic Framework for Assessing the Environmental Impacts of
NAFTA, the core of the paper will examine current approaches to assessing the environmental impacts
of NAFTA Corridors, both in theory and in practice.  The paper will simultaneously develop the CEC’s
framework and contribute to current public discussions of transportation infrastructure in the NAFTA
context.  The paper will examine the elements required to evaluate the environmental effects of
NAFTA Corridors, and the potential need for taking a North American region-wide approach.  The
paper will also review the state of current practice in assessing the environmental impacts of NAFTA
Corridors at regional, national, and local levels.  The paper will offer conclusions about the key
environmental issues surrounding NAFTA Corridors along with suggestions for improved
environmental assessment and monitoring of them.

This paper will be presented by a consortium of non-governmental organizations working on
transportation, urban sprawl, and trade and environment issues in North America.


