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This project examined the effect of NAFTA on the number and type of Clean Water Act
violations at three wastewater treatment facilities along the Arizona-Mexico border.  This study
also focused on the relative availability of information regarding environmental compliance in
Mexico and the United States.  Discharge monitoring reports were collected for up to ten years
from three wastewater treatment plants, the City of Yuma, Figueroa, the Nogales International
Wastewater Treatment Plant, and the Bisbee Mule-Gulch Plant.  The number and types of
Clean Water Act violations were then tallied from the discharge monitoring reports.  The study
revealed the importance of open government in monitoring environmental compliance and
concluded that both the United States and Mexico could improve public access to government
information.  Furthermore, the data collected revealed that NAFTA does not appear to have
impacted directly the number or type of wastewater treatment plant violations at the three
plants.  Finally, the data make clear that both the Nogales and Bisbee Plants are in need of
upgrades, although it is unclear when or how such repairs will occur.  A further study,
incorporating more complete data from Mexico and the United States, is necessary to evaluate
fully NAFTA’s effects on wastewater treatment along the Arizona-Mexico border.


